
The Rotary Club of Fairhope 
A Few Tidbits from Our Archives 



January 27, 2017 is: 
a) Scoggins Scholar Paris Odom’s 22nd birthday. 
b) The 70th anniversary of the death of Paul 

Harris. 
c) The 79th anniversary of the chartering of the 

Rotary Club of Fairhope. 
d) All of the above. 

Answer: (d) 
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Application for Membership, January 18, 1938 
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Our First Officers and Directors 
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Charter Members 
Rev. Burton L. Hoffman, president 
J. W. Eberlein, vice president 
George W. Morgan, secretary 
Walter T. Dunn, treasurer 
James H. Bennett, director 
Joe Pose, director 
George Fuller, director 
John T. Bradford 
James J. Loftin 
Owen R. Minnich 
David R. Murphy 
Robert Nahrgang, Sr. 
Lee W. Schnitzer 
Ed Tilton 
Raymond Wood 
 

5 



Charter Night at “Battles Wharf Beach Hotel” 
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Old Spanish Fort Tourist Village, site of the Old Spanish Fort Inn, 
developed by club director George E. Fuller 
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From 1939 to 1942, we met at the Fairhope Hotel. This 
building at Fairhope Avenue and Summit Street is  

Donnie Barrett’s best guess for that location. 
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In 1943–44, we met in Comings Hall at the Organic 
School. Becky Jones said lunch was lettuce sandwiches. 
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From 1944 through 1951, we enjoyed the hospitality of 
the classic Colonial Inn on Mobile Street 
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First new babies born to Rotarians 
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Club Extension 

• Robertsdale, November 23, 1948 
• Atmore, December 16, 1948 
• Bay Minette, April 21, 1949 
• Foley, January 11, 1951 
• Jackson, July 22, 1963 
• Daphne/Spanish Fort, April 26, 1989 
• Point Clear, December 18, 1995 
• Fairhope Sunset, May 21, 2009 
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Bell given to the club in 1949 by extension clubs:  
Robertsdale, Atmore, and Bay Minette 
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This building, located where the Fairhope Elks’ Lodge now stands, began 
life as the Eastern Shore Yacht Club. After a brief existence as La Corona 

Café (where we met from 1951 to 1953), it burned down. 
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At “Dale’s Restaurant” (still a mystery) in 1955 
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The club met at Julwin’s from 1963 to 1986 or 1987,  
the longest we’ve stayed in one place (so far). 
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Our 1977–78 officers: Can you identify them? 
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In 1986, President Ed Hilliard wrote to President Elect 
Gene Brabston suggesting a change of meeting place. 
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The result was a move to the Coach-N-Four. When it went out of 
business almost immediately, we moved again, to Gambino’s, 

where we stayed six years, until 1995. 
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Our next move was to the old Fairhope Yacht Club,  
where we stayed until moving to the  

Victorian Inn/Homestead Village in December 2001. 
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Summary of Venue and Membership 
Year Meeting Place Members 
1938–39 Old Spanish Fort Inn 15 
1939–1942 Fairhope Hotel 19–22 
1942–43 Various 17 
1943–44 Organic School 25 
1944–1951 Colonial Inn 31–50 
1951–1953 La Corona Café 37–41 
1953–1962 Dale’s Restaurant 39–47 
1962–1987 Julwin’s Restaurant 38–58 
1987–1989 Coach-N-Four 58–63 
1989–1995 Gambino’s 59–81 
1995–2002 Fairhope Yacht Club 78–101 
2002–2004 Victorian Inn 96–97 
2004–present Homestead Village 85–102 
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Early Service Projects 
• 1939–40: Built a lighted softball field and gave it to the city 
• 1940–41: Went to bat for better bus routes (talked to Greyhound) 
• 1941–42: Were involved in plans for a new school, school bus 

shelter, pier 
• 1942–43: Sponsored a Boy Scout troop, met with Greyhound 

again, helped with Alabama War Chest, scrap drive, library 
membership drive, Third War Bond Drive 

• 1943–44: Helped with Fourth War Bond Drive, Red Cross Drive, 
provided volunteers to administer ration program 

• 1952–53: Secured and moved a Scout Hut for the local Boy Scout 
troop 

• 1953–54: Began a drive for funds for the rehabilitation of a 
building donated to the Boy Scouts by the Standard Oil Company 
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In 1963, the year Interact was founded, we chartered  
an Interact Club at Fairhope High School. 
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In fact, we were the first club in the district to do so. 
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“Our best method of making an impact on the community” 
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We have made large donations for several local projects. 
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But we also provided hands-on labor for several international projects. 
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Other Service Projects 
• With encouragement from Howard Wulff, initiated tree planting 

in downtown Fairhope (1981) 
• Provided furnishings for Fairhope Welcome Center (1993) 
• Provided and helped plant landscaping of median at new 

Fairhope High School (1993) 
• Provided and helped plant trees at Fairhopers Community Park, 

plus other hands-on work at FCP (1994) 
• Staffed Career Day at Fairhope High School 1993–2003 
• Sponsored a College Night for high school students and parents 

2000–2005 
• Provided “vocational scholarships” to handicapped students 

1996–2003 
• Provided four-year, $10,000 college scholarships to Interactors 

2007–present 
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1975–76 bulletin cover showing roster with attendance 
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1966–67 Attendance Award 
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1962–63 Attendance Award 1967–68 Attendance Award 
98.60%! 
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1976–77 Attendance Award 
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Attendance Awards from the 1980s 
First or Second Place in Seven Years 
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Recommendation for Maintenance of Club History Records 
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Historical Sources 

• Official history: 1938–1957 
• Club bulletins: July 1969–June 1971 

August 1972–June 1973 
July 1975–June 1976 
Scattered 1977–1978 
July 1985–August 1986 
July 1987–present 
Samples 1975–1976 through 1984–1985 

• Board meeting minutes: August 1995–present 
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Request for Consolidation of Club Archives 

37 



Request to Past Presidents 
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